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RE: Governor Raimondo Announcement to Legalize Marijuana 
 
The Rhode Island Police Chiefs’ Association (RIPCA) had been advised on 
Friday January 11th that the Governor would be proposing the legalization of 
marijuana as a part of her FY20 budget proposal.   
 
Although the RIPCA has not been a part of any of the discussions of the 
Governor’s proposal to date, we have been assured that we will be moving 
forward.  The big question on whether or not to legalize marijuana is not a 
decision to be made by police but is better left to be debated by our residents 
before the General Assembly.   
 
The RIPCA has testified over the years that our biggest concern is having the 
resources to allow our officers on the roads the “tools” to do their jobs.  We 
have expressed concerns that the state hasn’t given the appropriate resources 
to regulate, monitor and enforce the current regulations in place for our 
current medical marijuana program and now we are going to allow the vast 
majority of our residents to possess and use marijuana?  Inevitably our state 
will follow the trends of earlier “legalized” states like Colorado and 
Washington where first time users are at all-time highs and emergency room 
visits for users of edibles are through the roof.   
 
Local police handle the vast amount of law enforcement in the state, from 
calls for service within the various communities, to enforcement of our traffic 
laws throughout the state.  Providing increased funding from the revenues of 
marijuana sales to local communities and their departments need to be made a 
priority. 
 
Public sentiment that favors the right to possess and use marijuana, along with 
the States right to tax can not out weight the publics expectation to operate on 
our roads in a safe manner free of individuals under the influence of 
marijuana and other substances.   
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The Rhode Island Police Chiefs’ Association will continue to work with the 
Legislature, striving to provide factual assistance with our emphasis being 
weighed toward public safety when discussing this evolving issue.  Our hope 
is that the Governor’s office recognizes the thousands of hours of collective 
experience that local law enforcement can provide in assistance to enhancing 
the safety and welfare of our citizens as this proposal moves forward. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sidney Wordell 
Executive Director 
RI Police Chiefs’ Assoc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


